
From: Burdett, Cheryl
To: DiCosmo, Nefertiti; Coleman, James; Smith, Molly; Coleman, James
Cc: "Jay.Patel@Illinois.gov"; "LeCrone, Darin"
Subject: RE: ER Notification #1 (INITIAL): Chemtool Fire- Rockton, Winnebago County, Illinois - (NRC # TBD)
Date: Monday, June 14, 2021 1:13:00 PM
Attachments: CHEMTOOL-bELOIT -BLACK HAWK-IL0064564.pdf

Hi Nertiti:
 
Chemtool had requested to terminate the NPDES permit October 11, 2017.  Illinois EPA issued a
Public Notice to Army Corp for intent to terminate the permit (attached).  According to Jay’s review
of the file, it may have taken Illinois EPA awhile to terminate the permit.  The purpose for the NPDES
permit by what can be read in Illinois EPA’s database is that Bureau of Land required Chemtool to do
groundwater remediation which required  groundwater monitoring for the treated groundwater
discharge. The DMR spreadsheet was sent in an earlier e-mail.  
 
Chemtool is currently under a NPDES Stormwater Permit ILR007444.
 
Update with the fire,  Illinois EPA has been in-touch with Village of Brockton, it seems that any runoff
from Chemtool is going to the Village of Brockton sanitary sewer not making to water of US.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cheryl Burdett
R5 EPA/WECAB
CAFO Program Manager
Work:  312-886-1463
Burdett.cheryl@epa.gov
 

From: Coleman, James <coleman.james@epa.gov> 
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2021 12:09 PM
To: Burdett, Cheryl <burdett.cheryl@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: ER Notification #1 (INITIAL): Chemtool Fire- Rockton, Winnebago County, Illinois - (NRC
# TBD)
 
 
 

From: Burdett, Cheryl <burdett.cheryl@epa.gov> 
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2021 11:45 AM
To: DiCosmo, Nefertiti <dicosmo.nefertiti@epa.gov>; Bahr, Ryan <bahr.ryan@epa.gov>; Smith,
Molly <Smith.Molly@epa.gov>
Cc: Coleman, James <coleman.james@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: ER Notification #1 (INITIAL): Chemtool Fire- Rockton, Winnebago County, Illinois - (NRC
# TBD)
 
Hi Nefertiti:
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I will work on getting the information to you by 12:30 p.m.
 
Cheryl Burdett
 
 

From: DiCosmo, Nefertiti <dicosmo.nefertiti@epa.gov> 
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2021 11:43 AM
To: Bahr, Ryan <bahr.ryan@epa.gov>; Smith, Molly <Smith.Molly@epa.gov>; Burdett, Cheryl
<burdett.cheryl@epa.gov>
Cc: Coleman, James <coleman.james@epa.gov>
Subject: Fw: ER Notification #1 (INITIAL): Chemtool Fire- Rockton, Winnebago County, Illinois - (NRC
# TBD)
 
Cheryl,
 
Can you get the info on why the CWA permit was terminated last quarter?  
 
Can you get me something  but 12:30?
 
Nefertiti DiCosmo, Chief
Water Enforcement and Compliance Branch
(312) 886 - 6148

From: Persoon, Carolyn <persoon.carolyn@epa.gov>
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2021 11:40 AM
To: DiCosmo, Nefertiti <dicosmo.nefertiti@epa.gov>; Breneman, Sara <breneman.sara@epa.gov>;
Morris, Julie <morris.julie@epa.gov>; Callahan, Adrianne <callahan.adrianne@epa.gov>
Cc: Harris, Michael <harris.michael@epa.gov>
Subject: Fwd: ER Notification #1 (INITIAL): Chemtool Fire- Rockton, Winnebago County, Illinois -
(NRC # TBD)
 
Hi BCs- 
Can you let me know ASAP whether we have any inspections or previous violations at this facility,
and Nefertiti can you find out why the CWA permit was terminated last quarter of 2020.  I need a
response at the latest by 3pm.  Thanks!
 
Carolyn 

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Linduska, Rachel" <Linduska.Rachel@epa.gov>
Date: June 14, 2021 at 11:20:19 AM CDT
To: "Persoon, Carolyn" <persoon.carolyn@epa.gov>
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Cc: "Harris, Michael" <harris.michael@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: ER Notification #1 (INITIAL): Chemtool Fire- Rockton, Winnebago
County, Illinois -  (NRC # TBD)

﻿
The reporter just got back to me with a follow up question below:
 
Appreciate the callback. I came across this page and noticed that the plant’s Clean
Water Act permit was terminated in the last quarter of 2020. Would appreciate
details about what that involved, along with any other info about enforcement
actions against the plant.
 
https://echo.epa.gov/detailed-facility-report?
fid=110000500459#pane3110000500459
 
 
Rachel Bassler
Public Affairs Officer
312-965-8901
Linduska.Rachel@epa.gov
 

From: Linduska, Rachel 
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2021 11:06 AM
To: Persoon, Carolyn <persoon.carolyn@epa.gov>
Cc: Harris, Michael <harris.michael@epa.gov>
Subject: FW: ER Notification #1 (INITIAL): Chemtool Fire- Rockton, Winnebago County,
Illinois - (NRC # TBD)
 
Hi Carolyn,
 
We received a press inquiry from the Associated Press about the Chemtool Fire in
Rockton this morning (the ER notification is below if you haven’t seen it). The reporter
was searching in ECHO and wanted to know if the facility had any violations in the past.
Could ECAD confirm whether there have been any violations? An initial search shows
no significant violations but we wanted to make sure.
 
FYI, our OSC isn’t on-site yet so we aren’t issuing any statements at this time, but we do
hope to answer questions later today once we know more.
 
Thanks,
Rachel
 
Rachel Bassler
Public Affairs Officer
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From: Villicana, Matthew <villicana.matthew@epa.gov> 
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2021 9:48 AM
To: R5 ER Notification List <R5_ER_Notification_List@epa.gov>
Cc: Thomas, Craig <thomas.craig@epa.gov>; Nightingale, Elizabeth
<nightingale.elizabeth@epa.gov>; Benning, Brad <benning.bradley@epa.gov>; Sewell,
Jason <sewell.jason@epa.gov>; Peters, Joshua <Peters.Joshua@epa.gov>; Renninger,
Steven <renninger.steven@epa.gov>; Dollhopf, Ralph <Dollhopf.Ralph@epa.gov>;
Morrison, David <Morrison.David@epa.gov>; Vrabec, Adam <vrabec.adam@epa.gov>
Subject: ER Notification #1 (INITIAL): Chemtool Fire- Rockton, Winnebago County,
Illinois - (NRC # TBD)
 
Region 5 ER Notification #1 (INITIAL):  Chemtool Fire- Rockton, Winnebago
County, Illinois -  (NRC # TBD)
 
Report as of:  0945 hrs CT, June 14, 2021
 
Overview: At approximately 0700 CT on Monday, June 14, 2021, several fire
departments from both Illinois and Wisconsin were called to a 4-alarm fire at the
Chemtool facility in Rockton, Illinois. Chemtool is a company that makes greases,
additives, and other fluids including: industrial cleaners, corrosion inhibitors, and
metalworking fluids. Immediately upon arrival, the Fire Chief implemented a
mandatory evacuation of a one-mile radius surrounding the facility due the
presence of hazardous substances and oils within the building. At approximately
0900, Illinois EPA requested assistance from USEPA due to the large scale of the
fire and the proximity to residential areas.
             
State, Local, and other Federal Agency Action:  Several fire departments from
Illinois and Wisconsin have responded to the 4-alarm fire. Illinois EPA has
deployed two OSCs to the fire. EPA Region 5 will be requesting IMAAC
modeling support for the fire.
 
EPA Actions: At the request of Illinois EPA, EPA Region 5 has deployed OSC
Craig Thomas along with START contractors to provide air monitoring and
sampling assistance. Expected arrival time of OSC Thomas and START
contractors is approximately Noon CT. EPA Region 5 will also be requesting
IMAAC modeling for the fire.
 
Media Interest:   Moderate
https://wrex.com/2021/06/14/4-alarm-fire-breaks-out-at-chemtool-manufacturing-
plant-in-rockton/
https://www.wifr.com/2021/06/14/structure-fire-chemtool-rockton-early-monday-
morning/
https://www.beloitdailynews.com/news/illinois-news/chemtool-fire-results-in-
evacuations-of-residents-and-business-south-on-prairie-hill-rd/article_9ad92e6d-0826-
57a3-b59b-eb82f32289aa.html
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https://www.gazettextra.com/news/local/chemtool-fire-results-in-evacuations-in-
rockton/article_a3b75144-35e6-513d-b739-ddc3a79d6aaa.html
 
Contact:   Craig Thomas, EPA OSC, (312) 802-9637
 
Note: A Spot Report will be created once an NRC report is filed for this incident.
 
Matt Villicana | On-Scene Coordinator
U.S. EPA – Region 5
Emergency Response Branch
77 W. Jackson Blvd. (SE-5J)
Chicago, IL 60604
Office: 312.886.7189
Mobile: 312.485.9176
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